
What an amazing summer! I hope this stretch 

of great weather (albeit a bit hot for me at times) 

has helped many of you get out and enjoy time with 

your family and friends. While I have 

not been able to do much traveling for 

recreation (hopefully next year!), I did 

have the opportunity to travel to the 

AVMA Annual Summer Conference 

in Philadelphia. It was my first time 

in Philly, and it did not disappoint. 

It was great to see so many of our 

members make the trip out there to 

learn, laugh, and see each other in 

person! I ran the 6 AM run up the 

steps at the Philadelphia Museum of 

Art (the “Rocky Stairs”) and was able to see some 

of the historic places where our nation began. I was 

also able to witness many of our members hard at 

work at both the state and national levels, volunteer-

ing their time and expertise in many different areas. 

The Keynote speaker did a fantastic job of reminding 

us what an amazing profession veterinary medicine 

is. Dr. Bertice Berry (Ph.D. Sociology) had quite an 

amazing story, but really made everyone in the room 

feel extra special. Dr. Berry was extremely touching, 

reminding all of us that what we do is a calling, and 

we make humanity better. Helping animals helps 

their humans and improves families. I think with 

how busy we all are this is often forgotten as we are 

just trying to get through each day.

Your SEMVMA council has been 

hard at work this summer helping 

plan some amazing hybrid continuing 

education that will be starting this fall 

at the Michigan State Education Center 

in Troy, MI. Also, I hope many of you 

were able to get out and participate in 

the SEMVMA annual golf outing that 

supported Leader Dogs for the Blind.

As the summer is nearing an end 

soon, I see the back-to-school items in 

the stores and families gearing up for another start 

to the school year (I know I am not quite ready for 

school to start). Your council will also begin some 

early planning stages on a celebration to take place 

next summer at the Packard Proving Grounds. 

Please be sure to save the date (July 15, 2023) for this 

amazing celebration. More information will come as 

we get closer to the event. I would like to thank all 

my colleagues for all their extreme hard work (both 

general practice, specialty, and emergency medicine) 

day in and day out.

– Michelle Meyer, DVM
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2022/2023 CE Program

VETERINARY PROGRAM

10/26/2022 – Dr. Victoria Lukasik – �Anesthesia/Pain Management 
Sponsor: Elanco Animal Health

11/16/2022 – Dr. Martha Cline – Nutrition – Sponsor: Purina Nestle PetCare
12/14/2022 – Dr. Kelly St. Denis – Feline Medicine – Sponsor: Zoetis
01/25/2023 – Dr. Marie Hopfensperger – Behavior
03/01/2023 – Dr. Devon Wallis Hague – Neurology

Sign-in for the conference begins at 8:15 am, with the seminar beginning at 
9:00 am. Continental breakfast and full lunch are included. The seminars will 
conclude at 5:00 pm.

TECHNICIAN PROGRAM

10/26/2022 – Dr. Victoria Lukasik – �Anesthesia/Pain Management
11/16/2022 – Dr. Martha Cline – Nutrition
12/14/2022 – Dr. Kelly St. Denis – Feline Medicine
01/25/2023 – �Heidi Reuss-Lamky, LVT, VTS (Anesthesia & Analgesia, Surgery) 

Hypothermia-What’s the Hype? and Role of the Veterinary 
Surgical Scrub Technician

03/01/2023 – Jessica Buccilli, LVT – Behavior

Sign-in and dinner for the conference begins at 5:45 pm with the seminar 
starting at 6:30 pm. The seminars will conclude at 8:30 pm.

For each SEMVMA member in your practice, one technician or staff member 
can attend each of the seminars for FREE. The cost for additional staff members 
or for the staff of non-SEMVMA members is our regular charge of $35. You must 
RSVP to ensure a meal and proceedings. Seminars will be held at the Management 
Education Center.

Management Education Center
811 West Square Lake Road, Troy, MI

(248) 879-2456, http://www.mectroy.com/

You can attend our meetings in person or virtual, your choice! Please contact 
Barb at the SEMVMA Office to register (248) 651-6332 adminsemvma@semvma.vet
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Membership Committee Report

Please join us in welcoming the following new members to SEMVMA…

Dr. Sharon Sheehy, MSU, 1990 – Sheehy Animal Hospital, Livonia, MI
Dr. Katharine Lee, MSU, 2018 – Warren Woods Veterinary Hospital, Warren, MI
Dr. Katherine Venadam, MSU, 2022 – Warren Woods Veterinary Hospital, Warren, MI
Dr. Kudur Murali, University of Agriculture Science, India – Hurley Dog & Cat Hospital, Detroit, MI

The 2022 membership committee is composed of 3 members:
Becky Dietlin, DVM bbarrdvm@gmail.com, Emily Socks, DVM harri812@gmail.com, and Tim 
Duncan, DVM Duncan@oaklandanimal.com. Please feel free to contact any of us if you have any 
questions. If you know of a veterinarian in the area who is not a member, but may be interested in 
joining, please contact any member of the membership committee of the SEMVMA office and we 
will be happy to send them information.

Are you aware that the SEMVMA offers 
Student Loan Debt Reduction Awards?

The SEMVMA is concerned about the cost of a veterinary education and the accumulated student debt. 
The AVMA has estimated the average debt load is now $183,000. We realize student debt only adds to 
the stress of new graduates and we would like to take action to reduce the debt load.

The SEMVMA is proud to announce that we will be awarding two $5000 awards to recent graduates 
during the January Membership Celebration Dinner to reduce their student debt. This grant will be 
awarded to two members who meet specific requirements. We intend to choose 2 recipients per year 
who meet the following requirements:

•	 Have graduated in the last 3 years (2020, 2021, 2022)
•	 Are members of the SEMVMA
•	 Work in one of the 9 counties that our membership derives from (Wayne, Oakland, 

Washtenaw, Macomb, Monroe, Livingston, Lapeer, Genesee, St. Clair & Windsor).
•	 Have active student loan debt that can be verified from a lending institution. Each award 

shall be granted to a recognized student loan provider or debtor organization.
•	 Have not received the award in the past

An application may be obtained via the SEMVMA office and submitted by October 14, 2022. The award 
will be chosen at random in the presence of a quorum of the SEMVMA Board of Directors during 
the November or December BOD meeting. Awardees will be notified and invited specifically to the 
January Membership Celebration Dinner. The award will be submitted directly to the loan originator 
or institution.

Please spread the word and encourage your new graduates to apply. We hope this effort will make a 
difference in the lives of the awarded individuals and make you proud to be a member of the SEMVMA. 
An application to apply is available on the SEMVMA website.
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Base Narrow Mandibular Canines: A Basic 
Approach and Guide to Treatment Options

Katherine Venet, DVM
Michigan Animal Dental Specialists

Malocclusions are one of the most common reasons for veterinary dental referral, and while each case 
should be considered individually based on the patient’s age and unique presentation there are several 
general guidelines that can help direct treatment making decisions. It is important to examine the oral cavity 
at the first puppy visit to identify any potential abnormalities early to optimize the potential success of any 
interceptive or therapeutic procedures. Early identification and intervention can also serve to prevent oral 
pain and any potentially associated behavioral issues.

Class 1 and class 2 malocclusions seem 
to have become more prevalent recently and 
are a common source of questions from own-
ers and referring veterinarians. For patients 
with a class 1 malocclusion there is a normal 
jaw length relationship between the maxilla 
and the mandible but an abnormal location 
of one or more individual teeth. Examples 
of class 1 malocclusions include crossbites 
as well as linguoverted (base narrow) man-
dibular canines. Patients with class 2 maloc-
clusions exhibit an abnormal relationship 
between the maxilla and the mandible, with 
the mandible occluding caudally compared 
to its normal position. It is not uncommon to 
see linguoverted mandibular canines with 
class 2 malocclusions as the maxillary canine 
can interfere with the normal labioversion of 
the mandibular canines.

If linguoverted mandibular canines are 
diagnosed within the deciduous dentition 
extraction therapy is usually recommended 
to prevent oral pain secondary to any pala-
tal contact with the deciduous canine teeth 
as well as to allow for the full jaw growth 
potential. The mandible and maxilla grow 
independently, but if the deciduous ca-
nine teeth are contacting the hard palate 
that interlock can impede normal growth. 
Extraction therapy should be pursued with 

gentle technique and knowledge of the location of the underlying adult tooth buds in order to prevent 
enamel defects or eruption issues associated with the permanent counterparts. Remember, the permanent 
maxillary canine tooth erupts mesial to its deciduous counterpart and the mandibular canine erupts lingual 
to its deciduous counterpart so avoid instrumenting on those surfaces of the deciduous teeth.
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Ball play therapy can be a useful therapeutic tool to encourage normal labioversion of the permanent 
mandibular canine teeth, particularly in class 1 malocclusion cases and mild class 2 malocclusions. We rec-
ommend owners utilize a rubber ball, like a Kong or Chuckit! ball, and encourage their pets to hold or carry 

the ball as often as possible. The ball should 
be slightly wider than the width of the man-
dibular canine teeth and not small enough 
where it could pass caudally into the oral 
cavity and become a choking hazard. While 
the ball sits in the patient’s mouth it exhibits 
mild passive outward pressure on the cusps 
of the mandibular canine teeth, encourag-
ing them to tip into the proper orientation as 
they erupt. Ball play therapy should begin as 
soon as the permanent mandibular canine 
teeth begin to erupt and continue until nor-
mal interlock occurs.

If ball play therapy does not result in 
non-traumatic occlusion there are typically 
three types of treatment options available 
depending on the patient’s age and appear-
ance of the malocclusion. Orthodontic move-
ment is one treatment option that may be 
successful depending on the amount of tooth 
movement required and the owner’s level of 
commitment at home. While being treated 
the pet typically is not allowed to play with 
or chew on any toys in order to minimize 
any damage to the appliance; e-collar use is 
also required. Orthodontic movement occurs 
most rapidly around 6 months of age and 
requires at least two anesthetic episodes. 
Crown reduction and vital pulp therapy is 
another treatment option that removes any 

traumatic contact points between the hard palate and the mandibular canine teeth and allows a functional 
and non-painful occlusion with maintenance of full dentition. The crowns of the teeth causing traumatic 
contact are reduced, approximately to the height of the third mandibular incisor, and then a pulpotomy 
procedure is performed with direct pulp capping. Vital pulp therapy requires annual anesthetic rechecks 
to monitor the treated tooth and long-term maintenance of the restoration. The third option presented is 
extraction therapy, with a two-week post-extraction period of oral restrictions but no long-term follow-up 
requirements. Depending on age and eruption status it may be preferable to extract the maxillary canine 
teeth to allow space for normal labioversion and retention of the mandibular canine teeth. Consultation to 
discuss options is usually recommended between 20-22 weeks of age to assess appearance of the malocclu-
sion and determine the best option for the patient.

If the patient presents with either a class 1 or class 2 malocclusion and linguoverted mandibular canines 
after apical closure, which typically occurs around 11-12 months of age, orthodontic movement will likely no 
longer be a viable treatment option. Those cases are limited to crown reduction and either vital pulp therapy 
or root canal therapy, or extraction therapy.
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2022 SEMVMA GOLF OUTING

Blue skies and warm weather welcomed the 72 golfers who participated in the 2022 SEMVMA Golf 
Outing at Tanglewood Golf course on Wednesday, August 10th. With the golf course in excellent shape, the 
winning team of Dr. Tom Bankstahl, Jackson Stowe, Jamie Stowe and Fred Hehl set a tournament record 
with a score of 52, or 20 under par. They also took home all three skins in the tournament. Several other 
golfers had great shots that won the contest holes, closest to the pin winners Dr. David Smith and Jamie 
Stowe for the men and Bonnie Mathenson and Kari Krause for the women. Long drive winners for the men 
were Fred Hehl and Jackson Stowe and for the women Julie Bankstahl and Kelsey Ramus. The longest putt 
award went to Dr. Andrew Snider and closest 2nd shot went to Dr. David Smith. We also want to thank the 
following sponsors for their support:

Golf Ball sponsors: Animal Emergency Center and Pawsitive Steps Rehabilitation & Sports Medicine

Hole Sponsors: Cats Radioiodine, Peak Practice Transitions, Oakland Veterinary Referral Services, 
Pawsitive Steps Rehabilitation & Sports Medicine, Patterson Veterinary, The Veterinary Life Coach, Midwest 
Veterinary Supply, Boehringer Ingelheim, Merck Animal Health, Veterinary United, DePorre Veterinary 
Hospital, Heska, Idexx, Wilson Veterinary Hospital and Affiliated Veterinary Emergency Service who spon-
sored 4 holes.

Prize hole Sponsor: Faithful Companion Pet Cremation Services

Several people donated prizes for the raffle which was a huge success. Leader Dogs for the Blind, the re-
cipient of the just over $6000 proceeds, had dogs and their handlers at the dinner. All of this would not have 
been possible without the hard work of Barb Locricchio, Dr. Grace Chang and the golf outing chairpersons, 
Drs. Frank Carmona, Pierre DePorre and David Smith. Remember to save the date for August 9, 2023 for 
next year’s outing.

Leader Dog in trainingTom Carey, Mark Miller, Scott Driscoll, 
and Ken Corino
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Steve Bailey, Julie Cappel, Kevin Enghauser (Merck), 
and Bryan Cornwall

Rick Caputo, Kari Krause, and Dave Krause

Dave Smith, Elizabeth DuSang, Tim Duncan, 
and Frank Carmona

Ray Henney, Lucy Henney, Jen Covey, and Brad Theodoroff

Past winning team, Faithful Companion, with 2022 winning team, Veterinary United



8� The Newsletter of SEMVMA  |  September 2022

Save These Dates!
Upcoming Activities

January

2023
11 Membership Celebration 

Townsend Hotel in Birmingham, MI

July

2023
15 SEMVMA Summer Party 

Packard Proving Grounds
Additional Details To Follow
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NEWSLETTER ADVERTISEMENT POLICY

In order to preserve the educational and informative purpose 

of the SEMVMA newsletter, the SEMVMA council adopts 

the following policy regarding advertising. Ads should be 

submitted to Barb at adminsemvma@semvma.com

Practices or businesses with a common owner shall be treated 

as one business or practice for the purpose of this policy 

(referred to as “Common Owner Business or Practice”). A 

common owner is a person or entity which owns 5% or more 

of an entity or practice. Shareholders or sole proprietors of an 

entity or practice shall be considered an owner along with the 

entity that holds an interest in the business or practice.

Corporate ¼ page ads are limited to one business, owner or 

corporation for each issue of the SEMVMA newsletter. This is 

in the interest of having the newsletter inform the association 

and not overwhelm them with ads. The SEMVMA council may 

modify or waive the application of this policy on a case by case 

basis at the discretion of the council.

Ads will run only once unless a request is submitted to the 

Administrative Secretary to run longer. Classified ads are $15 

for 60 words or less and $25 for 61–100 words. Corporate ¼ 

page ads are $135 per issue or $500 for four issues. Payment 

is due at the time of the initial ad placement.

SEMVMA Members interested in providing Relief Veterinary 

Services can advertise in the newsletter at no charge. The 

classified ads must follow the same guidelines regarding 

number of words and deadline restrictions as all other classified 

ads. If you are a SEMVMA member interested in placing 

a classified ad, please contact Barb at 888-SEMVMA-5 or 

www.adminsemvma@semvma.com.

Newsletters are published quarterly: on March 15th, June 

15th, September 15th and December 15th. All ads should be 

submitted to the SEMVMA office by the 15th of the month 

preceding publication.

VETERINARIANS

Riverview Animal Hospital seeks P/T or F/T associate 
for busy, well established private practice in Riverview, 
MI. Excellent client communication and low stress pet 
handling a must. Surgical experience and interest in 
dentistry preferred. Hospital is well equipped with digital 
dental and whole-body x-ray, U/S tonometer, and in-
house lab. Experienced and knowledgeable support staff. 
We offer competitive salary and benefits including 401k, 
and a flexible schedule with no after-hour emergencies. 
If you have a friendly, positive outlook and want to join 
a great team, please email your resume to riv18761@aol.
com

Bloomfield Hills & West Bloomfield Practice – We are 
looking for a DVM who wants to be a part of a fun loving, 
and super AMAAZING team. We have all the tools you 
look for in terms of equipment (including CT Scan). We 
do offer flexible schedules up to 4 days a week and our 
DVM’s are making up to $200,000 a year. We have health 
insurance, dental, vision and a 401k. Most important is 
a good fit in our team as culture is everything! Apply at 
animalhospitalmapleorchard@gmail.com and be part of 
a great vet clinic!

CLINICS FOR SALE

Established small animal practice for sale in south central 
Michigan, located equal distance between Ann Arbor, 
Lansing and Battle Creek. Grossing almost $400,000/ yr. 
with high net. 40-hr. work wk. M-F with no emergencies. 
Sale price includes 2.69 acres and 3844 sq. ft. practice, 
with private 3 bedroom quarters attached and appraised 
at $330,000. Asking $375,000 for practice and real 
estate. Live life your way with time off to enjoy your 
family. Excellent schools and community. E-mail 
practice4sale@currently.com

Charlevoix County, Michigan - Small Animal Veterinary 
Practice: 2,000 SF facility. Includes real estate. 2021 
gross revenue over $1.04M. 32% increase over 2020. Up 
7% thru July 2022. (Code: MI4) Contact: PS Broker 800-
636-4740, info@psbroker.com www.psbroker.com

 Are you ready to buy or sell a veterinary practice? 
Valuations, consultations. Buying or selling, I can help. 
Call or text Dr. Fred Zydeck, Broker, at: 248-891-3934 or 
email: fzydeck@aol.com

O P P O R T U N I T I E S



1400 South Telegraph Road | Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302
www.ovrs.com

Need a Surgeon?
WE’VE GOT 5

Orthopedic / Soft-Tissue & Minimally Invasive Procedures: 
Arthroscopy / Laparoscopy / Thoracoscopy

State-of-the-Art Arthrex Equipment Tower

Drs. Bula, Covey, Henney, Retallack & Rowe 
Offer Exceptional Care

Dr. Covey is a Founding Fellow of  Surgical Oncology

Multi-Specialty Hospital with Over 40 Doctors

AEC

Exceptional
24/7 Emergency 
& Critical Care

ANIMAL EMERGENCY CENTER

Dogs  Cats  Birds  Exotics

ROCHESTER (248) 651-1788
NOVI (248) 348-1788

Pocket Pets

Thank you
 for your support 
and referrals...

24360 Novi Road, Novi 48375

AEC

265 E.2nd St., Rochester 48307

AEC

...we look
 forward to

providing our best 
for your customers 

and their pets in 
the future!

NOVI OFFICE
24360 Novi Road
Suite A
Novi, MI 48375
248-946-4322

ANN ARBOR OFFICE
2150 W. Liberty
Ann Arbor, MI 48103
248-946-4322

ROCHESTER OFFICE
265 E. 2nd Street
Rochester, MI 48307
248-402-4322

Veterinary Cardiology 
Consultants

Committed to healing hearts and improving lives . . .

 

www.vetcardiologyconsultants.com

William A. Brown
DVM, Diplomate ACVIM (Cardiology)
Joanne L. DeSana

 

DVM, Diplomate ACVIM (Cardiology)
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